
Some Basic Principles and Terms in Colour Work.  

 

The Colour Wheel is how we look and think about colour.  It is a wheel with 12 colour slots and three 

different types of colour around it. It is a way to understand how colours mix together, the way that col-

ours work together or not, particularly thinking about contrast in colour.  

Primary colours which are red, yellow and blue. These colours stand on their own and are not made by 

mixing, hence the name “primary.” Mix them all together and they create what is called chromatic black.  

Try this for yourself and see.  

 

Secondary colours which are orange, green and purple. These colours are made by mixing the primary 

colours with each other. Mix a primary and secondary colour and you will get brown, again experiment 

with this and see for yourself.  

 

Tertiary or intermediate colours which are red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, blue-green, blue-

violet and red violet. Each of these colours contain varying amounts of the secondary colours.  

 

Analogous: are colours that sit along-

side each other on the colour wheel. 

They are automatically compatible and 

create harmony.  

Complementary: are colours that are 

opposite on the colour wheel. Across 

from every primary colour is a second-

ary colour that is its complement. Com-

plementary colours used together have 

great impact.  

  

 

Colour Theory 



Colour Terms 

Hue: another word for colour.  

Shade: the colour that results when black is added to a hue (colour) 

Saturation: the strength or brightness of a colour in its natural form. A fully saturated colour has no 

white, black or grey added.  

Grayscale: tones created when white is mixed with black.  

Value: the lightness or darkness of a colour. 

Some Useful Tips in Working with Colour 

Tone Down the Colour: Here are three options.  

Adding paynes grey or ultramarine blue will tone down a colour.  

You can also use the complement of the colour you are using.  

You can also add a small amount of black and white.  Or experiment with some of these options togeth-

er to achieve the hue you are looking for.  

  

Colour Theory 

Colour Harmony: Mix together a small amount 

of all of the colours you are using. Add a little 

of the new colour each time you use some of 

the original colour. By adding in a mix of all of 

the coours on your palette you will achieve 

colour harmony. 

 

Colour Mixing: when mixing colours always 

add the darker colour to the light colour. Do 

this in small incremental amounts until you 

reach the colour you seek.  


