
Some Key Ideas about Composition and Impact in Abstract Work  

 

Differences in Value: 

Value can be an important way to make an impact in a painting. The relative values be-

tween elements can create compositions that are interesting and effective.   How you 

choose to use this principle in your work will be individual and unique.  One way to check 

values in a painting is to have a value scale to hand to assess your work. A simple tip is to 

photograph your work using a mobile phone, turn the image to greyscale to assess your 

values.  

Visual Mass and Shape:  

Some of the other ways to think about composition are about visual mass of elements, 

looking at the differences between areas in a piece and repetition and similarity. In ab-

straction this is an important element of how we can create interest in the balance of 

differences and repetition.  

If too many shapes or elements in your work are a of a similar size and shape they may 

have less impact than if they are different. They may also draw the eye away from the rest 

of the painting if they are too similar.  Likewise too many differences can make a painting 

feel too busy or “noisy.”  Stepping back and seeing your work from this perspective is im-

portant in the final stages. Asking yourself the question about your intention in this area 

can help you then make decisions to carry this forward.  

Balance and Tension in Design:  

In achieving a sense of balance and tension in design of the work we are looking for ways 

to encourage the viewers eye to move around a painting. We might do this through the 

positioning of key elements, shapes, or forms.   

Another important component in the composition is to consider how a  painting works 

both from a distance and close up and how important this is in your artmaking.  

 

Principles of Art Making 



Colour:  

There are many ways to use colour to create impact and for authentic expression.  Making 

use of colour harmony, complementary colours and desaturating colour can be approach-

es to use.  The colour palette we use is likely to be  personal and expressive, as is the way 

we choose to put colour together.  Taking some time to consider how you want to use col-

our, what part it pays in your work can be helpful in decision making.  

Mark Making:  

What is your personal language of mark making? Do you favour a rich texture and history 

or a more spontaneous and immediate approach to your work.  This is another area 

where you can bring in differences to create impact in your work.  For example, marks 

that show a range of different impressions  in the paint from smooth surfaces to rough, 

pitted, scratched and worked into areas create interest in the closer view.   

Expression and Risk:  

The most personal area for artists and often the one that brings the most challenge and 

potentially the most reward.  How to truly express yourself and take risks in your art. This 

is less about technique and more about mindset and the willingness to explore without 

self criticism, be willing to let go of something or risk the work in the interests of creativity 

and something new.  

 

Some final overall questions to consider as we look at our work are: 

What do we see? 

What is what we see doing?  How is it functioning? 

Do I like it?  Is it working with my intentions? 

How do I feel in response to what I am looking at? 

Principles in Art Making 


